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Celeste wanted nothing more than to have a son. She wanted someone 
who would  always  love  her  and  put  her  above  everything  else.  When she 
became of age, her wish came true. She had no problem in finding a husband 
as her beauty was divine. She loved her husband and obeyed every command 
until he passed away. Celeste was sad, but her son brought back her smile. He 
was everything she wanted him to be; he was as beautiful as his mother and 
strong like his father. She named him Icarus.

From a very young age,  Icarus was fascinated about  the sky and its 
jewel . He's mother told him that the people call it the Sun, but in his heart, it 
remained the sky jewel.  Icarus wished to go there even if  it  was just  for  a 
second,  just  for  one touch. He dreamt of going there one day although his 
mother warned him not to. Men were not meant to fly, and especially not to 
the  sky  jewel.  Born  a  human,  Icarus  knew he  would  never  fly,  so  he  kept 
dreaming.

Icarus grew up to be a fine young man, one who always listen to his 
mother. However, he had kept his fascination about the sky jewel as his heart  
couldn't dare to forsake his true love. Icarus knew in his heart that he would 
never  be celestial  let  alone  a  celestial  master,  so  he decided to  become a 
terrestrial master. Icarus enjoyed riding horses, and he trained everyday to be 
the best. But he was sad when his horse died and had to search of another. 
Icarus didn't find one to take as his own so he roamed and roved in grieve. 
Until one day when he heard about Pegasus.

He heard of a horse, a celestial horse, who had wings coming out of his 
back and was bright and white just like light. He was born wild and forever free, 
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traveling the earth and the skies as one. Icarus was fascinated by the mythical  
beast and decided to find and tame him as his own.

As legend foretold it, Pegasus was hard to capture, and could only be 
caught with the help of a maiden. A virgin no less, who must be completely 
raimentless,  whom would sit  beneath a tree,  ever  so peacefully.  Only  then 
would Pegasus emerge. Pegasus, who craves purity, would be irresistibly drawn 
to that raimentless maiden and lie down next to her with his head in her lap 
and his wings wrapped around her body. Only then would Pegasus let his guard 
down.  If,  however,  the girl  was  pretending  to  be a  virgin,  Pegasus'  craving 
would turn into anger as he would tear her apart in seconds. Icarus had to find 
a true and willing virgin .

Near  a  river,  Icarus  found  a  young  maiden  of  dazzling  beauty.  He 
revealed himself to her and she fell in love. He took her by a tree and asked her 
to dispose of her cloth. Blinded by Icarus' beauty, Deval did as he commanded 
without refusal. Icarus left, promising he would not be long, and told her to 
await  him quietly beneath the tree.  As Deval  awaited,  she saw a bird from 
beyond the cloud. She thought it was a pretty sight, until it started descending 
towards her. Frightened as she was, she remained in her place as she knew she 
would never be able to outrun such a legend.

Pegasus came closer towards her, gracefully as a feather. Once he was 
close and heard Deval's pounding and pure heart, he gently laid down his head 
between her laps and reached out with his wings to her soft back. Although 
Pegasus' head and wings were soft, Deval was scared to death and could not be 
at ease. But Pegasus, on the other hand, slept as if he hadn't slept for years. 
Upon seeing Icarus appear, Deval was glad but contained her excitement. With 
only a few more feet to go, Icarus got excited and jumped onto Pegasus.

In  his  storming,  Pegasus  accidentally  shredded  Deval  into  a  million 
piece. Icarus, however, was safe as he held tightly onto the raging Pegasus. He 
wrapped his  arms around the neck;  he  wrapped his  legs  around the body. 
Pegasus  raged continuously  and furiously  for  seconds.  The seconds became 
minutes and the minutes became hours. The Sun came down and the two kept 
at  it.  Pegasus  fought  for  his freedom while Icarus held on for the wings he 
craved. As the Sun came up again, Pegasus caved. For the first time in history, a 
man tamed Pegasus.

Although in a hurry to get up in the sky, Icarus rode Pegasus on the 
ground. Mastering basic movements, he tried running, then jumping and finally 
flying. For the first time in his life, Icarus finally flew up in the air. He passed on  
his house and said hello to his mother who almost had an heart attack. She told 
him to get down, but he wanted to go higher. And higher he went. Icarus flew 
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up so high towards the sky jewel that he started feeling its strong heat. As he 
headed eagerly  towards  his  life-time goal,  the  sky  jewel,  Pegasus  suddenly 
turned around and dove back towards the sky. Pegasus refused to carry on as 
he  knew  it  was  suicidal.  Icarus  tried  to  convince  him  to  go,  but  Pegasus 
preferred to die before obeying his master's deadly wish of going to the sky 
jewel. Death and going to the jewel are the same, but death would be kinder.

Forsaken by Pegasus, disappointed Icarus walked sad on the ground. He 
wished he had wings so he could fly himself to the jewel. As night befell Icarus,  
his misery remained strong. Then, Icarus saw lights. It was a festival in which 
people were celebrating. Icarus asked about the cause of such an event, and 
they told him it was the event of the millennium. They celebrated the rebirth of 
a legendary bird, and also the return of another. Icarus had forgotten that it 
was that time of the millennium in which the two birds appear . Phoenix, the 
bird of flame, and Houou, the bird of light . Just then, Icarus knew how he could 
get wings of his own and go to the sky jewel.

The boy whose mind was up in the air while his body was down on the 
ground ran towards the temple where the two legendary birds would visit . The 
first would be in his nest inside the temple, while the other would only pass  
over it. Both of them would only last for a second in appearance, so Icarus had 
to get to the temple fast. The temple was located on a pathless mountain. It  
was as high as the sky so that no man could climb. Icarus was determined so he 
ran around the mountain, searching for something that would help ease his 
way. That's when he found Roc, the mythical biggest beast of enormous size 
and strength.

Roc lived near the temple as it was it's keeper. When Roc saw Icarus he 
saw an intruder. Roc chased Icarus with his huge claws, but Icarus ran in search 
of shelter. He saw a cow and hid behind it, but Roc picked up the cow in one 
foot. Icarus saw an elephant and hid behind it, but Roc picked up the elephant 
in both of his feet. Roc carried the elephant as he flew, then dropped it  at 
Icarus.  Roc  came down to  ensure the  intruder's  death,  but  once he  arose, 
Icarus was holding onto his foot. Because Icarus was small in size and light in  
weight, Roc carried on without knowing about the hitchhiker. Roc flew up to 
the temple on the summit where Icarus jumped in front of the temple. Icarus 
ran inside without Roc seeing him.

The sacred temple  was huge,  but  Icarus  found the Phoenix's  resting 
place. The nest was as big as his room and was filled with ash. Icarus knew it  
was the ashes of the Phoenix. This legendary bird consumes itself by its own 
flames every millennium, but is born again as a young phoenix from its ashes. 
At the break of dawn, the Phoenix arose from his ashes as the legends foretell.  
Before it lit up again and burned to death, Icarus risked his life by running into 
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its nest and stealing one of its feather. The Phoenix saw Icarus' theft and got  
angry.  However,  before it  could react,  it  burned into ashes  again,  never to 
wake up again until the passing a millennium .

With the Phoenix's golden feather in hand, Icarus ran to the open roof 
of the temple. Once on top, he awaited for the legendary bird of light to pass.  
Houou rarely appears as he comes by once every millennium to see if the earth 
and its people are fine. He appears only in peaceful and prosperous times; he 
appears and awards the good people by dropping golden feathers, then goes 
up above the skies awaiting a new era . The golden feathers are only good for  
gold unless the obtainer has a golden feather from the Phoenix. Houou passed 
and Icarus grabbed one of his golden feather. With both feathers in hand, one 
of flame and the other of light, Icarus was finally satisfied.

Icarus picked up a sharp rock and cut open the palms of each hand. As 
his palms bleed, Icarus took each feather in each hand and squeezed on them 
tightly, mixing his blood with the feathers of flight. Icarus stood stretching his 
arms out, one towards the east and the other towards the west,  facing the 
rising Sun. As the Sun shined brightly, the feathers grew brighter. Icarus kept 
his pose for time to come, until the Sun went away and the feathers lost their 
brightness. That's when Icarus felt sleepy and laid down on the temple's roof 
and fell asleep.

Icarus woke up after a complete cycle of the Earth's rotation and saw 
the Sun rising once again. This time, Icarus stood up with wings on his back. 
Awaiting this day for a lifetime, Icarus ran off the temple and jumped. He flew 
fast and sored through the sky as his wings were strong and at his disposal.  
With nothing to stop him from reaching his star, Icarus set the sky jewel as his 
next destination. He ignored his mother's warning and flew to the sky jewel in 
which he burned to crisp before even reaching half way.

*** 
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