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Prologue: Archibald, the chosen one.

Havenstar is a town of hardworking people, it is rich, but not with gold or oil, 
but with honesty. The last thief was caught and punished a century ago; the last 
murderer was hanged before the elders of Havenstar were even born. The police 
station, as well as the dungeons, were completely useless, as the only thing 
occupying them was spiderwebs. However, little did the people know, this peaceful 
town was going to change.

A huge evil spider came into Havenstar. It was labeled evil because it 
destroyed houses as it walked, searching for people to eat. Upon the destruction of 
Havenstar, the elders knew who to turn to: Archibald. Archibald was, according to the 
prophecies of Havenstar, the chosen one. He wasn't mentioned by name, but from his 
abilities. Archibald was given the strength of a bear, the courage of a lion, and the 
speed of a cheetah. Wanting to save his people and become a national hero, 
Archibald excepted. Archibald broke the spider's legs to get it to kneel. After breaking 
it's second leg, the spider retreated. Knowing that he was winning, Archibald kept 
attacking her all the way out.

Praised by his people, Archibald became proud. He crossed the line of being a 
hero as he requested a mansion to be built for him. Having never built a mansion 
before, the people of Havenstar rewarded him with invitations instead. They offered 
to give him free food when he is hungry, cloth when he wishes different wardrobes, 
and rooms when he needs to shelter. However, their generosity didn't satisfy his ego. 
He became angry as his request was taken lightly, transforming the into a demand. 
He threatened his people by returning the spider unless his demands were met. The 
people of Havenstar had no choice and gave in. As one thing led to another, the 
people became slaves to Archibald's greed. Everything the people had worked for 
was immediately transferred to Archibald.

The elders of Havenstar became worried as this could only get worse. The 
leader, Larkin, wanted to send someone strong to face Archibald and set things right. 
However, there weren't any. The only one strong enough to destroy Archibald, or at 
least his greed, was the spider which has retired to its layer. The elders called Larkin 
ludicrous for his plan, claiming it would never work. The spider is wicked, they said, 
evil. Larkin, who believed there is good in everyone, decided to make this journey 
himself. Knowing that the spider is the only one who could defeat Archibald, Larkin 
set forth into the spider's layer.
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Larkin and the Spider, by Yousef A. Mustafa

THE SPIDER: Who dares to interrupt my rest?

LARKIN: Greetings spider, please, don't be alarmed. I am here to talk.

THE SPIDER: Talk? I though all you animals do is scream while others try to kill me. You 
animals are not capable of such a peaceful act.

LARKIN: Not me. I live to talk.

THE SPIDER: Such a strange one. Tell me, animal, what possessed you to walk into my 
layer? What force planted in you a death sentence?

LARKIN: I am here to request aid.

THE SPIDER: Aid? You are clearly joking. First you drove me to hide, then you wish my 
assistance? What mockery is this?

LARKIN: No mockery.

THE SPIDER: But an insult nonetheless. I will devour you for this trespass.

LARKIN: And I shall not attempt to escape.

THE SPIDER: Clearly you are insane. Are you not afraid of me?

LARKIN: I once was, but now fear another.

THE SPIDER: Out of curiosity, tell me, animal, who is it that you fear more than me?

LARKIN: A fellow man who has been poisoned with greed. He is destroying Havenstar.

THE SPIDER: Something I would have done if that other animal hadn't broken my legs.

LARKIN: He is the same.

THE SPIDER: The same one! Ha, the irony! The one whom you all looked up to for 
salvation is now destroying your town.

LARKIN: Laugh if you will, but I shall not flee.

THE SPIDER: I see you are brave, animal.
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LARKIN: Why do you call me animal, I am a human being and my name is Larkin.

THE SPIDER: From how the humans treated me in Havenstar, I call all humans animals.

LARKIN: We were wrong, I was wrong. I thought you were the threat spoken of in our 
prophecy.

THE SPIDER: What exactly are the words of the prophecy?

LARKIN: You won't understand much of it, but I will quote it: 'An unforeseen evil shall 
come over Havenstar, an evil of greed and hunger - A man will step forth to oppose, a 
man of wisdom, gray, and nothing younger - Strength of a bear, a lion's courage, and 
the speed of a cheetah, he possess - Yet that is not what they see: body without mind 
and this will present a mess.'

THE SPIDER: But is it not clear as day? In the first verse, it speaks of one of greed and 
hunger. You knew what you were creating when you summoned him.

LARKIN: None of us suspected that he was the evil, hence unforeseen. I thought you 
were the evil spoken of, and for that I am truly miserable. Now I know better.

THE SPIDER: Say I go once more into your village. What makes you so certain that I will 
help your people instead of gobbling them up?

LARKIN: Because I know why you did what you did. The others might not understand, 
but I know you had no choice but to feed. The destruction was a fruit of panic.

THE SPIDER: You think I panicked. Why? Because my lunch was fleeing away? There 
are hundreds of you. Food is plenty! I am more powerful than all of you. If it wasn't 
for that pest who broke my legs, I would have destroyed your village and ate your 
people. What is there to understand?

LARKIN: I understand that you are no more of a monster than me. I too kill and 
slaughter smaller animals to feed upon. By doing so I am also evil in their eyes. What 
others say is not important, but I know you are capable of good.

THE SPIDER: Good? What good will that do to me?

LARKIN: By helping us I promise to stand by your side no matter what. And trust this, 
spider, when Larkin makes a promise, he keeps it above all.

THE SPIDER: And what is it that you think I wish from you?

LARKIN: Constant food, shelter, and protection. I can offer all of that to you. Food is 
hard to come by, and so is shelter. As for protection, you must keep in mind that 
there is always a bigger fish.

THE SPIDER: You are mistaken, animal, go home. I have no need for those.
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LARKIN: What about love? Friendship? A bond with others? A smile from him and her? 
Does this trigger a warm feeling inside your lonely heart?

THE SPIDER: Ha! Know you think I have a heart! You know nothing, animal.

LARKIN: I know that you are alone, hungry, and in pain.

THE SPIDER: My legs are broken hours ago, the pain is no more.

LARKIN: I wasn't talking about that pain.

THE SPIDER: You have overstayed your visit, get out now. You are never to come here 
again foolish old man, if you do, I will eat you.

LARKIN: We called you a monster and treated you as one. Because of your nature and 
size we were ready to annihilate you. I am sorry, I now understand now that there is 
no such thing as divine evil, we were wrong to label you that.

THE SPIDER: Impressive speech, but that is all what it is. Words do not move me any 
more than they move mountains. I won't help.

LARKIN: From the way you talk, I know that words move you. I won't go without you.

THE SPIDER: Then you shall die.

LARKIN: Do what you want, I will not flee.

THE SPIDER: I see you are strong, animal. Very persistent to get what you desire.

LARKIN: As is anyone who wishes to set things right.

THE SPIDER: There is no such thing as right or wrong, but thinking makes it so. Tell me, 
animal, do you believe in that saying?

LARKIN: Very much, although my brothers differ with me.  They believe I am childish 
with these thoughts, childish by thinking there is good in everyone. Yes, I am not 
ashamed to admit it, what you did to Havenstar is perfectly sane and justifiable.

THE SPIDER: If so, then you are willing to sacrifice your people, your friends, and 
everyone else you know by sending me there. If you know that I have to eat, then you 
know that I will eat.

LARKIN: And eat you shall. Flesh, trees, nuts, whatever your heart desires. You are not 
a monster for eating, and I'll see to it that no one treats you like one. But human flesh 
will be off limits, as is spider flesh to us.

THE SPIDER: Welcoming a spider to live with you? Are you sure that is a move you want 
to make, animal?

LARKIN: As sure as an elder could be.
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THE SPIDER: Death might be invited as well.

LARKIN: Not from you nor us.

THE SPIDER: You sound certain.

LARKIN: Because I am.

THE SPIDER: You trust me?

LARKIN: More than I do my brothers.

THE SPIDER: I see you are fast, animal. Very fast in gaining your opponent on your side 
by words. But tell me, animal, why should I help those who were foolish to reject me?

LARKIN: Because by doing a selfless act toward others, you will redeem yourself.

THE SPIDER: You come uninvited into my house, interrupt my rest, refuse to leave, and 
now you think I want to redeem myself? You are beyond doubt a strange one. Even if 
I want to redeem myself, I can't beat the one who broke my legs.

LARKIN: You can if you believe in what you are doing is right. And as for the legs, he 
only broke two, you have 6 others.

THE SPIDER: Tell me, wise one, how could I beat the one who defeated me when I had 
8 legs and my pride?

LARKIN: To restore your pride, you have to face him. Confront him. Take back what he 
took from you. But above all, you have to be calm. If you are angry, then you won't 
be able to see his weakness. Be calm at all times, and study his movement. When the 
time is right, strike where he opens. Keep that in mind at all times.

THE SPIDER: Words of wisdom, old man, but tell me, do you really believe an old spider 
like me could bring down a young warrior? Or is it just to add more humiliation before 
my time comes?

LARKIN: I am an old man, and I was able to convey your way of thinking.

THE SPIDER: Indeed you have. Tell you what, animal, since you have made this 
approach, I will treat you as a friend and do as you request. But do not 
misunderstand me, I am not doing this for your people, nor for you, but for your 
words. I live to hear strong moving words and it has been years since anyone talked 
to me like the way you have. For that, I am grateful.

LARKIN: You have my word, spider, I will always talk to you. My brothers hear my 
words, but rarely do they listen. They shout, reject, call me a fool, but not you. You 
listen and talk back. Our words make progress as we talk. We communicate and 
come up with constructive conclusions, a rarity these days. I too was awaiting the 
arrival of someone like you.

7



Epilogue: The heroes of Havenstar.

Having convinced the spider, Larkin and his new friend returned to Havenstar. 
Although the people feared the worse when they saw the spider's return, they felt 
safe. They noticed that the spider wasn't aiming at the people, but towards 
Archibald's mansion. Furthermore, they felt safe as Larkin was on top of it. For the 
first time, the people saw Larkin as the true savior.

Being alerted, Archibald got out of his mansion and fought the spider. Thinking 
of what Larkin had said, the spider was focused and determined to defeat Archibald. 
The odds were against the spider, as more than the legs were broken during the last 
battle. Nonetheless, the spider knew that it was doing right for itself as well as the 
helpless foolish people of Havenstar. By defeating such a menace, peace would not 
only return to Havenstar, but for the land as whole. Empowered by it's friend's words 
of wisdom, the spider stroke down Archibald. He fell and broke one of his legs. Fearful 
of death, Archibald swore to never condescend as long as he lives. He learned his 
lesson as he lost his greed. The spider, which had restored its pride along with the 
peaceful life of Havenstar, backed off, giving Archibald a second chance.

The people saw the errors of their way and asked for forgiveness of the spider. 
The spider, who was enlighten by Larkin's words, pointed out that it wasn't the one 
whom they should be thanking, but Larkin. The spider knew that if Larkin hadn't 
talked to it, it would never had came. Larkin, as the leader of the elders, purposed an 
offer to his people as well as the spider. He asked that the spider would be welcomed 
into Havenstar. After understanding what the spider really wanted, they accepted 
and the spider was a member of Havenstar.

Archibald apologized to the people and was forgiven. He saw the greed that 
was once inside him and was thankful for Larkin and the spider to have removed it. 
The mansion, which the people had built for Archibald, was offered to the spider. The 
spider was treated as a guest of honor and given food like any other. They lived 
peacefully ever after. By Larkin's courageous act, the people welcomed the spider, 
got rid of Archibald's greed, and restored peace to Havenstar.
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THE END
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L  ARKIN AND   T  HE   S  PIDER  

An unforeseen evil shall come over Havenstar, an evil of greed and hunger

A man will step forth to oppose, a man of wisdom, gray, and nothing younger

Strength of a bear, a lion's courage, and the speed of a cheetah, he possess

Yet that is not what they see: body without mind and this will present a mess

- The prophecy of Havenstar
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