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THE BISHIS

On the eastside of a respected society, the Bishi family had found a place they 
called home. An apartment building, not too luxurious, but homey. The Bishis once 
couldn’t afford to buy their own house, and had lived by rent, but now they live a life 
of luxury in their previous home.

Jacob Bishi, the head of the family, had won an award for best mathematician 
after solving a problem which Leonhard Euler had failed to. Spending sleepless nights 
had certainly paid off for Mr. Bishi. He won the trophy of recognition, and a cheque 
of an amount of half a billion Dollars. This made him extremely legendary among all 
mathematicians, including world renowned universities. He taught and gave lectures 
in Harvard, Yale and MIT, but finally returned to his homeland where his heart was, 
and bought the old apartment building which his family had became accustomed to, 
and couldn’t bear to let go.

“Change is good,” Jacob would argued, “People leave their old homes for new 
and better ones.”

“Not the Bishis,” His wife would counterattack, “we stick with our old homes 
where our best memories formed. There,” she’d point at Jacob’s old desk, “is where 
you used to study, and over by that kitchen counter is where I used to change Noah’s 
diapers.”

By being stubborn and insistent, Mrs. Bishi usually wins the argument. Jacob 
can’t bear to see his wife upset.

Jacob had lived for 45 years, 21 of which he spent and continues to spend with 
his wife. Together they grew old as they saw their children grow as tall as them. They 
have four children; the oldest is a boy of 19, and the other three are all girls; 18, 16 
and 15. Noah, being the oldest of them all, loved his sisters and saw himself as the 
protector of this family. Jacob was old in Noah’s eyes, and protecting the girls from 
boys or drugs wasn’t a task he was up to anymore. Despite never showing it, Noah is 
Jacob’s pride. In front of his son, Jacob would always yell: “Turn off the TV, it won’t 
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do you any good. Grab a book and read, get educated for once.” Noah usually doesn’t 
reply, instead he would just do as he’s told, carrying a mug of an obedient son.

Noah usually flunks in algebra, but on this day, he came home with an “A-”. It 
might not be a mark of perfection, but in Noah’s case, this was a miracle, one which 
Jacob had been waiting for.

B  ODY  

THE GOOD SON

For Jacob, this day was a day to celebrate, and what Jacob celebrates, the 
Bishis celebrate. The family of six sat in the living room, with drinks and slices of a 
vanilla cake in front of each. Noah’s mother was happy for him, but his father was 
thrilled, his ageing spirit was clearly jumping from joy. The result Noah brought 
home gave his father hope of becoming like him. Jacob always wanted his son to 
become a brilliant mathematician. Noah was less excited about his success, though he 
faked a smile to please his father. Noah knew that he was never good at math, and had 
only cheated to win his father’s long-awaited approval. Noah’s younger sister Huda 
was also happy for him. Though she is one of the top students in her class, she never 
got this high in algebra. She was proud of her brother. Talia, Noah’s second sister, 
was bit too clever for her age, and somewhat of an observant. She knew right away 
from the gestures which Noah emitted that he had cheated in the examination. She 
kept quite so that she could later blackmail Noah into doing her favors. Talia was a 
modern girl who loved money, and would get it anyway possible, even by 
blackmailing her own brother. Jacob knew that Talia’s eyes saw money above all 
from the age of 8, and for that he decided not to spoil her by granting her unlimited 
access to her money in the bank. As for Noah’s youngest sister Renee, or Ren as her 
family constantly nicknamed her, was the sweetest. She was so innocent and naïve, 
and only thought the best of people, and for that she was loved by everyone in the 
family.

Though Ren was wanted by her father and mother to stay and celebrate her 
brother’s success, Ren left shortly after they sat. She claimed to have forgotten but 
now remembered a promise she had made with a friend. Ren, along with her school 
friend Tracy, had planned this night to be a study night over at her place. After calling 
Tracy’s mother and checking with their program, Tracy came by to pick Ren up. 
Jacob said goodbye briefly to his little girl, then returned to praising his pride and joy.

The entire time the Bishis sat on the coaches, they listened to Jacob’s constant 
bragging about how he knew all along that his son would turn up like him. He went 
on and on about how his son will turn out to be the greatest mathematician of all time, 
even better than his old man, and that he will solve a problem more difficult than ever 
faced before. Hearing the unexpected doorbell, Noah sprang off the coach shouting: 
“I’ll get that!” Due to his cheated grade, Noah felt as though his father’s words were 
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hurting his ears instead of comforting them. His treacherous act haunted him, and he 
wanted to escape. The person ringing the doorbell outside the Bishis apartment had 
provided Noah with an immediate escape plan. Noah opened the door with a smile, 
but it soon faded away when he saw the visitor.

“Who is it?” Jacob asked his son as Noah kept holding the door open, and 
holding his silence with it.

“A friend.” Noah replied as he went out to talk with his guest.

“Don’t be rude son, invite him in!” Jacob replied.

Noah did as his father told him. As his friend walked in the living room, Noah 
introduced her to them: “Everyone, this is Leila. She’s in my algebra class.”

“Leila,” Jacob got up, welcoming their guest, then jumped to a conclusion 
based on her beauty: “ah! I believe you were the one who had influenced my son to 
study for the exam.” Then he laughed in attempt to make her feel welcomed after 
walking in a room of strangers. Jacob was too happy to see that both Leila and his son 
were wearing the same mug; slightly disturbed, having something on their mind and 
faking their smiles. “So tell me my child, did you too get an excellent mark on the 
exam as my son did?”

“I did well.” Leila replied as she showed a lack of interest in chitchatting with 
Noah’s family. “Mr. Bishi, may I speak with your son in privacy?” she went straight 
to the point; the topic which Noah knew was the cause of her unexpected visit.

“Of course, go right ahead, my study is empty, Noah will show you the way. 
We’ll wait here until you two are done.” He replied as he continued wearing a smile.

Noah, along with Leila, went into privacy, and away from his family. Noah 
offered her a seat, and then he sat a few feet away from her, but not too far.

“Noah, you have to tell them.” She pleaded, breaking the short-lived quiet.

“Forget it, that’s not going to happen. You got yourself into this; don’t drag 
me down with you!”

“We both are in it.”

“No, just you.” Noah excluded himself from their problem.

“Noah,” she continued, “I’m two weeks pregnant know, it will be no time 
before my parents find out. When they do, they will think that I am a tramp.”

“Your problem.”

“No Noah, this is our problem, if you don’t act like a man and own up to your 
actions, I will tell your family for you.”
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Noah got up angry by her threat, and clasped her arm saying: “Do that and 
then you will really be sorry. Now get of my house!” He concluded the conversation 
by throwing her out of the room.

Leila stood there for a few seconds, but then she burst into tears, and stormed 
out of the apartment. Jacob saw her crying, and when he called her name, she didn’t 
stop. Seconds later, Noah walked into the living room again.

“Son, what’s a matter with your friend?” Jacob asked concerned.

“Um, she wanted me to go out and celebrate with her, but I told her I’d rather 
be celebrating with my old man.” Noah lied. “Don’t worry about her, you know how 
girls are, really sensitive. She’ll get over it.”

Just as Noah finished rapping up his lie, Talia came from behind him through 
the hallway. Noah’s heart started to pound, realizing that she came from the same 
direction which he and Leila had came from.

“Actually daddy, that’s not what happened at all.” Talia said to her father, 
exposing her brother. “What made his babe cry was when he told her he wanted 
nothing to do with their baby.”

Talia was eavesdropping. She wanted to get solid proof that her brother had 
cheated in the exam so that she’d ensure her leverage over him. However, when she 
heard about their vile act, it was too much to hold out.

Noah’s heart was beating faster than ever when his sister came out with the 
truth. Jacob stood, joyless, in his place for a few seconds as he took in the striking 
most shocking information. The sound of quiet roamed the living room for a few 
seconds.

“Mother, take your daughters and go to your room.” Jacob ordered his wife.

“Yes Father,” his wife replied, and did as he said.

Noah waited nervously as his disappointed mother left with his two sisters. 
Upon their leave, Jacob raised his hand and slapped Noah on his left cheek.

“What were you thinking?” Jacob said to his son as he raised his voice like 
never before. Noah knew this was serious, and there was nothing he could say that 
would get him out of this situation. “You acted like a pig, did I raise you to be a pig? 
Look at me when I’m talking to you!” Jacob shouted as his son slowly turned his face 
back towards his father.

“I’m not a pig.” Noah replied.

“And you dare to deny it to my face!” Jacob said furiously, realizing that his 
son had grown a tongue. This was the first time Noah ever stood up to his father while 
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being yelled at for doing something wrong. “Oh, you’re not a pig, then tell me, what 
are you?”

“I’m a man!” Noah shouted at his father, raging as his eyes turned red, and his 
hands shook like they’ve never shook before.

“A man,” Jacob said, “you think what you did was manly, a man would sleep 
with women casually and not think of the consequences?”

“Shut up! You don’t know what you’re talking about!” Filled with anger, 
Noah lost control over himself and raised his hand against his father.

Jacob fell on the ground, hurt more by the fact that his son had treated him this 
way. Confused about what to do next, Noah opened the door and left the apartment.

Noah got out of the apartment building, and into the streets. He had no 
destination in mind, but to walk and waste time. He didn’t have time to take the car 
keys, but had his wallet in his jeans. Noah couldn’t believe what had happened. This 
was the first time Noah had left home. As Noah walked unintentionally towards the 
nearby convenience store, a girl he knew passed by going the other direction.

“Hi Noah,” she said after turning around, but continued to walk backwards.

Noah didn’t reply, but continued walking. He was absent-minded, and didn’t 
hear her call his name.

“Noah?” She stopped. “Is something wrong?” She asked concerned.

“Oh, hey Katelyn, I’m sorry, I didn’t see you there.”

Katelyn had been the Bishis’ neighbor for about 4 years. She lives alone with 
her aunt. Although Katelyn is 15, she has a crush on Noah. Noah knew about her 
crush, but acted as he didn’t know. Noah thought of Katelyn as a kid, and kids were 
far from his type. Katelyn is a bit naïve, but has a good heart.

“I’m sorry to bother you,” Katelyn said as she walked towards Noah, “but you 
seem concerned with something. Can I help you?”

“No Katelyn, you can’t, go home.”

Katelyn saw the tears in Noah’s eyes as he looked the other side. This broke 
her heart, and she insisted on knowing the cause of his crying.

“You can tell me Noah, I won’t tell anyone.” She said as she embraced him.

Noah suddenly stopped feeling sad, and felt Katelyn’s presence instead. Noah 
knew what he was feeling was wrong, but this was what had replaced his troubles, 
and conquered his mind. Noah didn’t realize that Katelyn wasn’t a little kid anymore, 
and that she had became a woman. Noah still remembered her as the 11 year old kid 



MOMENTS OF LIFE'S GREATEST JOY – PAGE 6

whom had chased after him. However, on this night, that image was gone. Noah acted 
upon his lusting once again; he grabbed a hold of Katelyn’s hand, and started walking.

“Where are we going?” Katelyn asked.

“To the motel nearby. I can’t go home, and it’s too cold to be sitting out here. 
Come with me to the motel and I’ll pour my heart out for you.”

“… okay!” naïve Katelyn responded cheerfully.

E  NDING  

WHAT COMES AROUND

Noah took Katelyn’s hand, and went to the nearby motel where he paid for a 
night. He picked up his room keys and walked towards their room. Along their path, 
they passed by a number of rooms, one of which caught Katelyn’s attention. She 
stopped.

“Wait, isn’t that Tracy?” She asked as she saw her friend in a room.

Katelyn and Tracy went to the same school, and were the same age. Noah was 
about to take off when he remembered that Tracy was suppose to be with his little 
sister Ren tonight.

“What? Tracy?” Noah shouted as he stopped to gaze.

Tracy was in the room, and since the window plus door were shut, she didn’t 
hear a thing. Tracy was sitting on the bed, with her back facing the window. She was 
looking at the bathroom door as if she was waiting for someone.

 “Yeah, I wonder what she’s doing in a motel room!” Katelyn said as she and 
Noah waited outside thinking.

The wait was short, as the bathroom door was opened, and a guy came 
outside. To Noah and Katelyn’s surprise, this wasn’t someone in her family, because 
the way he looked at Tracy and approached her was something a brother or an uncle 
would never do. Noah freaked out as he took a few steps backwards in disbelief, then 
thought of his sister. If Ren's best friend was into this deviance, then what about Ren? 
Ren, Noah's sister, the innocent naïve little girl ... but then, Noah knew where she 
was.

Noah heard his sister's voice from the neighboring room. He ran to the room 
next door’s window, and saw his sister inside. She had reserved the room next door. 
Noah saw his sister lying in bed. To his surprise, she wasn't alone. More to Noah’s 
moment of misery, his sister and her friend weren’t sleeping in that bed.


