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I
In a far away land lies a powerful kingdom known as Yuan. Yuan is without a doubt the strongest nation in the world. It has  
gone into wars and came out victorious for more than five thousand years. The people of Yuan Kingdom believe in their 
emperor and his brave warriors as he believe in the people. However, the emperor, the brave warriors and the people all 
believe that they had made it on top because of the protector of the Yuan Dynasty. Yuan legends has it that every one 
hundred year a newborn is chosen by blood to become the protector of the Yuan Dynasty for the next century to come. He is 
a protector not in the sense of physical guarding, but a watcher. In the prophecies of Yuan, the great protector is a higher and 
more powerful lifeform which is descended onto Earth every century. He goes back once the human body dies, but returns 
on the verge of a new century in a new body once the cycle is complete.

Given his own luxurious palace, the protector of the Yuan Dynasty becomes another master in the kingdom. The 
great protector does nothing all day long other than rest and be treated as a nobility. This is because the emperor of Yuan, as 
well as the people, believe that if the chosen protector is happy, he will bring prosperity and good fortune to Yuan. If he 
doesn't enjoy life, then he will open the gates of hell on Yuan by which the Kingdom, the emperor, and the people will fall  
into darkness. Thus, every century when he is reborn into another body, he is treated as nobility until he dies.

The protectors themselves do not question the ways of their people. Many of them believe that the legend is true as 
they are told so from birth. However, on a few rare occasion some of the protectors do not feel superior. In spite of that, they 
gladly serve the people's wishes and live the life of royalty. Yet there are those who believe nothing of the prophecies are 
true, but do as they are told as not to be removed from the good life. Living a life of luxury is no punishment in their eyes. 
And yet there are others who act like they were the reborn protector because they fear the alternative choice. Should they 
talk, their position as the newborn would be questioned and a performance would be requested. If the protector wasn't able 
of creating a miracle when asked, death might be his only salvation. All the protectors did their parts until the Twenty-Ninth 
century, when the newborn protector was Ni Zan.

II
As fate would have it, he was a descendant of the Zan family upon the breaking of the new century. Carrying blue blood, 
he’s fate was predetermined once he was born; he was to become the next protector of the Yuan Dynasty. 

Ni Zan was an odd one. Not once had he ever acted superior to anyone. This was made clear to his servants from 
the first day he was able to express himself. As a child, Ni would always want to run around in his castle. No protector has 
ever done that before. However, the servants and the guards were shocked when he approached Nina. Nina was a maid like 
the others. She was 7 years old, a year younger than Ni. Ni walked straight to her and addressed her in person. Again, this 
was an act no previous protector would have done. Ni asked her if she worked for him. She nodded in approval while 
lowering her head and looking on the floor. Ni then told her that if she worked for him, then she must do as he says. Nina 
nodded again, holding her position of respect and fear. Ni then issued an order; he told her to play with him. The other 
maids, including the guards, were shocked to hear such words from the legendary protector. Needless to say, Ni got his way. 
As a protector born to be pleased, no order coming out of his mouth can be rejected. Nina nervously played with Ni as the  
guards watched in confusion. This was no legendary protector, they thought, he is just a boy. They thought without saying a 
word, because such words are treason. However, they did act as was needed. They knew that Ni must not be distracted by 
childhood memories so they addressed the problem. Once Ni was done playing with Nina, he told her that he will play with 
her again the day after. However, he didn't see her ever again. Ni asked the guards about her, and they lied to him saying 
that she was transferred to another location by choice.  Ni was sad, but blinded with food, plays and music.  After that 
incident, no child servants were allowed to come into Ni Zan's palace.
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Ni progressed in life and entered his teen years. At that time of life, he was presented with other contenting objects, 
such as concubines. However, in order not to make the same problem such as with Nina, the concubines were only to come 
once. After that, new concubines would be brought in for his pleasure. Little did anyone know, Ni was smarter than that. He 
knew that this golden life was imprisonment, and that there was a better life out there. He learned so from the free birds. He 
also knew that everyone around him were brought against their will to please him. Ni learned so from the fake masks they 
wore on their faces. Ni didn't act on it like he used to do when he was a child. He kept quiet and acted like he should. To  
others, they were glad he was becoming mature. However, deep down inside, he was scheming for a way out.

While Ni kept his eyes open, he noticed something. There were six faces that looked familiar, six mugs that haven't 
changed as long as he could remember. Guards, servants, dancers, concubines .. all of them were changing constantly. None 
of them remained in the palace during all his years. Except for the six. Six men were always there next to Ni. Ni recognized  
and distinguished them from the others. Although they have not spoken once nor emerge from the background, the were 
there.

III
Like all the other members of the dynasty before him, Ni was also given six gentlemen. The six gentlemen are assigned 
from birth to a lifetime contract of bodyguarding the protector. They are chosen by merits: the six must be from a strong 
well-built father whose whose gens are that of a warrior. Each of the six are taken from birth and separated from his mother 
and father,  who are honored to  serve the emperor,  and taken into training.  They spend their  entire  lives  studying the 
different techniques of martial arts and prepare for fighting when needed. They are trained by the best and must become the 
best without any distractions, such as playing, or emotions, such as family. They are taught the meaning of pain from 
disloyalty from day one, and are robbed of the word mercy and compassion. They were bred only to accompany and obey 
Ni Zan, and were told so. Their training began even before Ni Zan was born. They were told that once Ni Zan was born, 
they will be at his side. Loyal to the emperor and their kingdom, they did as he commanded. Each of the six learned several  
types of martial arts from an early age. They trained for twenty five years, and on the sixth, their master was born. Now that 
Ni Zan was seventeen, the six gentlemen reached forty years old and were loyal as ever. They had became the best there is 
as planned, and there was no one on Earth who could stop them.

Ni was not what they had expected. Even though he acted mature, they knew that he was still childish and naïve as 
he once was. They had spent all their lives watching over Ni, day and night. One of their objectives was not to let Ni notice 
them. This was easy as the palace was full of guards and their faces weren't remarkable: blending in was a simple task. If Ni 
does recognize them, he would become emotionally attached to them. The six gentlemen believed they have done their job. 
However, Ni made them think otherwise. One night, he walked straight up to one of them. Ni looked him straight in the 
eyes even thought he did not return the glance. Ni told him that he was onto them. He knew all of their faces, and that he 
dared them to vanish like the other guards. The bodyguard did not reply nor move, but continued to guard. Ni went to sleep 
that night, knowing that the guard, as well as the other five, would remain. Ni knew that they were different than the others, 
that they were special.

Ni woke up the next morning and found the six as they were. That's when he knew that his intuition was right on 
cue; the six gentlemen were here to stay. Since they were going to cause trouble if he ran away, Ni planned to use them in  
his escape.  

IV
Ni chose the method and time to exact  his escape.  Now, all  there was to do was inform the six.  Although it  seemed 
hazardous to his plan, Ni had to ensure that they would not interfere with his escape. Ni summoned all the six gentlemen 
into one room. Since they were acting as regular guards, they would appear suspicious if they refused. Ni told them of his 
intentions. Ni knew that they were shocked to hear his words, but they successfully hid their expressions. Ni told them that  
in order to stop him, they would have to kill him. After that, Ni opened the window and climbed down to the front lawn. 
Then, sneakingly, he made his way to the gates and jumped over. Because he was planning this for weeks, he had observed 
and memorized when the external guards took their rounds around the palace. Once Ni managed to sneak out and get away 
out of sight, he opened his arm and fell on his back. Ni smiled. For the first time in his life, he was free. Ni had not taken 
anything with him other than his cloth he was wearing because he wanted to experience life at it was meant to be lived. Ni 
made him way through the meadows and into the woods. He planned to head to a distant village in Yuan in which no one 
had ever seen him. As he walked peacefully in the woodland, he heard a sound coming from behind him. At first, he thought 
it was a bear, but as he pondered he had a hunch to who it might be. “Come out!” Ni shouted, “I know you're there.” Ni 
knew that the six gentlemen were tailing him. Once he called them by their specific number, the six gentlemen came out, 
realizing that their master wasn't a mere kid they could fool.

The six accompanied Ni as they hovered around him. They might have abandoned their posts, but they weren't 
going to abandon their main objective. As night was bestowed upon them, Ni told the six that he was going to spend the 
night in the wilderness. The six did not oppose, in face, they did more than their jobs. The six split up into two groups, one 
would stay next to Ni to protect him, while the other group did chores in providing what they thought was needed. The first 
of the three collected logs and set a fire for his master to keep him warm; the second collected leafs and made a presentable 
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organic bed; the third searched around the perimeter, hunting for a rabbit cook on the fire. Once everything was set, Ni 
found himself sitting on a bed, having a meal in front of him and a fire to keep him warm. As he looked around, he saw the  
six surrounding him. They were standing guard, facing the woods around them. “I didn't ask for this!” Ni told them, then 
added: “Well, at least dine with me.” When Ni got no response, he rose up angry and told them: “How is this any different 
than the life I was living?” Ni left everything as he marched a few steps, then lied down on the dirty cold ground where he 
planned to spend the night. Right then the six tilted their heads towards Ni. They realized that he wished a normal; they 
realized that he was normal and not the reborn protector.

V
Ni woke up at dawn and found the six guarding him. Ni got up and continued to walk without saying a word to them. The 
seven soon made their way out from the woodland and into the wasteland. As they walked through the empty part of Yuan,  
Ni kept up his strength as he didn't wish to rely on his men. When he invited them to come, he wished them to be his friends  
instead of guards. As an attempt to soften their rock-like hearts, Ni asked them what their names were. Naturally, since they 
were bred to serve Ni, they weren’t given names. When they didn't respond, Ni named them. Ai, Roc, Rah, Xek, Bablo and 
Tosh. He named them after the characters of his most preferred novel, 'Brave Warlords'. By giving them names, Ni showed 
them compassion like no one had ever shown them before. After that, Ni opened up to them like they were his friends. He 
told them that he didn't wish to rule nor live an idle existence, and that is why he ran away. The six did not reply, but from 
their actions they showed him that they would come with him to wherever he wished to go.

“Do you think I’m being dissolute for throwing away my power?” Ni asked them for their opinion as they marched 
through the desert. “It doesn’t matter what we think.” the one named Ai answered for all of them. “But I want to hear your 
answers … do you believe I am the protector?” Ni switched to another question. He wanted to know if they believed in the 
Yuan Legend. Once again, the six gentlemen did not reply. However, after seeing that Ni was persistent, Ai replied: “We 
believe what you believe.” “Well, I believe I'm a human, just like you.” Ni stated, then added: “I believe you and I are 
equal.” Hearing those words, the six gentlemen felt that Ni was a human being instead of a superior one. Then, all of a 
sudden, Ni said: “I'm sorry.” The six gentlemen stood with their eyes wide open; the six gentlemen were shocked. This was 
the first time they had ever heard of a nobility apologizing to his subjects. “I'm sorry,” Ni said, “I'm sorry because I dragged 
you out here with me. I'm sorry that I made you abandon your duties and aid me on my run. I'm sorry that the emperor 
might think that you are traitors to Yuan.” The six couldn't bare to hear another apology come out of their master's mouth, 
thus Ai silenced him by opening his. “We have our objectives,” Ai stated, “on top of that list comes the accompanying and 
protection of Ni Zan. If the emperor wishes to slit our throats when he finds us, I will die with honor because I had done my 
duties accordingly.” “And I.” The other gentlemen replied simultaneously. The six gentleman's synchronized agreement 
assured Ni of their standing. They were going to stick by him no matter what. 

VI
Ni, along with his men, exited the desert at noon and entered a meadow. As Ni's eyes were exposed to its beauty, he stood in 
admiration as the sight took away his breath. It was so natural and peaceful. It wasn't anything like the man-made meadow 
surrounding his palace. This meadow was about freedom. Ni dropped down on the ground then rolled down the green hill in 
the sun. Being robbed of his childhood, Ni could not resist. Down the hill, Ni found a small lagoon. Since he had nothing to  
drink for the past twenty-four hours, he invited himself for a sip. The six gentlemen came towards him with their usual 
unpleasant look and unnatural silence. “Come,” Ni told them, “drink with me!” The six gentlemen stood motionless as they 
awaited Ni to finish drinking. That's when Ni noticed that they didn't appear thirsty as he was. “Last night in the woods, you 
spent the night standing, didn't you?” Ni asked them, “Do you not rest or sleep?” They didn't reply. “Drink? … Eat?” As Ni 
awaited an answer, he saw Ai move a little as if he was going to say something. “Go on, talk.” Ni encouraged him. “Those 
elements are of no use to us, it is for the weak.” Ai replied for all of his fellow guardians, then added: “No offense.” Ni 
wiped his mouth with his right arm then smiled, and said: “None taken.” Ni dropped on his back again, but this time he just  
laid there. He kept looking up at the sky. The sun was shining clear and there was a few white clouds to be seen. “I pity 
those who lock themselves in their palaces all their lives.” Ni told the six, “Life's too beautiful to be spent indoors. Do you 
agree, Ai?” Ni asked without excepting an answer. By not replying, Ni remembered his first question which he was still 
expecting an answer to. Ni repeated the question they ignored: “Do you think I'm being a punk by throwing away nobility? 
Answer me, Ai.” “If it is what you wish.” “That's not what I asked. Do you think I am a punk?” “I suppose if one lived his 
entire life surrounded by wealth one would want to try a life of poverty.” “A life of poverty? Is that what you think I want?” 
Ni shouted as he got up. Ni was replenished with enthusiasm. “No, Ai, I want a life based on my choices! I want to earn my  
own living! I want a life!” Ni showed the six gentlemen how much he craved to live a life like any other. Ni wants to work 
hard for what he gets; Ni wants to build his own reputation instead of having one given to him; Ni wants to see something 
that he desires, but cannot have because he doesn't deserve it, and so he must work hard for it.

VII
Ni Zan and the Six Gentlemen arrived to a town they've never seen before. Ni decided to go in once he made sure that the 
people did not know who he was. The town was alive, exactly what he had wished for. It was noisy, messy and brutal. 
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Everyone was shoving and shouting as they sell and bought different types of objects. This was where Ni had planned to 
spend his remaining years to come. Now, the only problem was, Ni didn't know where to began. He had no special talent or 
skill that would get him a job. Still, this wasn't going to keep him down. He planed to work any work as long as it was 
decent work.

Ni and his companions walked through the market. They looked at people how they functioned together. Their 
sight made Ni eager to work. While Ni was excited, the six gentlemen were extremely alerted and awake. The commotion in 
the  marketplace  was  unpredictable  and  uncontrollable;  if  any  of  the  six  dose  off,  it  might  result  in  Ni's  misfortune. 
Unfortunately for them, they had to ruin their master's joy. The six gentlemen grabbed a hold of Ni and ran. As Ni panicked 
and resisted, he was told of the sudden rush. The emperor's troops were seen coming from the opposite direction. Even 
before the six ran, the emperor's soldiers identified them from their faces. They were sent to take Ni back, but the six 
gentlemen could not allow it. Their first priority was to fulfill their master's desires, and in this case, he wished to remain 
free. Ni and the six ran through the city like fugitives. Unfortunately, they knew that their attempt was futile. Upon seeing 
more troops coming from the other direction, they came to realize that  escaping wasn't  an option. They soon became 
surrounded with no way out. Not having any other alternative, the six gentleman circled Ni in his protection. Then, Ai 
signaled Ni to escape through the sewer system as it the only way to ensure his freedom. Ni looked down underneath his 
feet and saw a sewer lid. Ni quickly opened it as the troops came closer. Once inside, Ni held it open for his friends to come 
with him. However, none of the moved. They have decided to spent their last minutes in defending Ni. Ni knew that there 
wasn't time to waste, but he argued with Ai to come with him. Ai refused, pushed Ni down the hatch, then slammed the lid 
hard, jamming it so that the troops would not follow.

The soldiers arrived at the six's position. The six were still circling the entrance to the sewers. The commander of 
the troopers ordered the six gentleman to step aside. When they refused, they took out their swords and fought them. In spite 
the soldiers out numbered the six, the six killed them in no time. However, that did not alter their fate, it only gave Ni more 
time to escape. More troops came towards the sewer and more died,  until  finally the six gentleman were defeated by 
cheating. Soldiers ganged up on them and stabbed them in behind. The six fell on the ground dead as the soldiers laughed at 
them. They thought since the six gentleman loved the sewer that much, they should be left on it. The commander declared 
them traitors to the nation and whoever buries them will be labeled a criminal.

The six gentlemen died for what they believed in. However, little did everyone know, their faith exceeded their 
physical bodies. As their bodies were left to root, trees spouted from them. Some say the six had eaten seeds before they 
died, while others knew the truth. The six gentlemen were strong; their will to continue is stronger than death. Each of the 
six gentlemen escaped their human corpse to became another lifeform. This was to continue protecting Ni Zan.
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